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rrYivate School Enrollment and licition 'frends

by Mary Frase Williams

Overview

Private schools are an integral part of American edu-
cation, and no discussion of the condition of Ameri-
can education would be complete without including
private schools. They educate a substantial number of
students, offer a wide range of educational programs
and philosophies, and provide alternatives to the pun-
lic schools. Unfortunately, there is consider ibly less
national data available about private schook than
about public schools. In particular, there is relatively
little information about the diversity among dilierent
types of private schools. In some cases data are
available for comparing religiously-affiliated with
nonreligiously-affiliated schools or Catholic schools
with nonCatholic religiously-affiliated schools; but
generally there is scant information about differences
among nonCatholic religiously-affiliated schools;
whose enrollments have grown in the past 10 years:
The Center for Statistics is currently upgrading its
own data collection on private schools and is work-
ing with the national associations for private
schoolsincluding fundamentalist and evangelical
Christian schoolsto utilize the data they collect
about their member schools.

This paper discusses recent trends in private school
enrollment and tuition levels, two topics for which
there are considerable natidnal data _available over
time and which relate to a number of Salient policy
issues. The paper examines trendS in priVate SchOdl
enrollmenttotal enrollment and by level and control
of school. In addition, variations in private school
enrollment rates' acroSs regionS, community typeS,
and family background characteristics are diScussed.
Similar analyses are presented for trends in private
school tuition. The Major finding8 are:

Enrollment

The two national data sourcesCenter for
Statistics and Bureau of the Censuson pri-
vate school enrollment have not agreed upon
the number and proportion of private school
students in recent years. The variation may be
related to differences in the way the data are
collected by the two agencies.

The Center for Statistics reported that there
were 5.7 million priVate School StUdentS in
1983-84 and that 12.6 percent of American
students attended private schools in that year.

The Bureau of the Census reported consider-
ably lower numbers and proportions of private
school students. Census' data show the per-
centage of students in kindergarten thrthigh
12th grade attending private SchOO1S AS ap-
prokimately 11 percent in 1985, Which iS the
same as it was in 1970.

The proportion of all students attending private
schools decreased in .ne firSt half of the
1970's and has increased since 1979.

Most children who attend private schools are
in church-related schoolsapproximately 86
percent in 1979, 1982, and 1985. The propor-
tion of children attending Catholic schools has
declined in recent years while the proportion
attending other church-related schoolS has in:
creased.

The vast majority of private school students
are from low- and middle-income families.

The likelihood that a child will attend a pri-
vate school increases as family income and
education rise.

Hispanic children are as likely as whites to at-
tend private schools ,_ when family income iS
taken into account. However, black children
generally are less likely to attend private
schools than white children, even when family
income is taken into account.

According to the data collected by the Bureau_
of the Census, the number and proportion of
private school students who are black have de:
clined since 1979. Over that period the num-
ber of Hispanic students remained approx-
imately the same.

Thition

Tuition _and fees are higher for students in
high _school than elementary school, non7
church-related than_ church-related schools, and
other religiously-affiliated schools than Catho=
lic schools.
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Thition and fees were under $1,000 for two-
thirds and under $500 for one-third of all ele-
mentary school children attending church-re-
lated schools in 1985.

Since 1979, tuition and fees in private schools
have increased considerably faster than the
cost-of-living.

Rini hes ot black elementary school students
pay higher tuition and fees than families of
white students. One factor contributing to that
pattern May be blacks paying higher tuition in
parish:operated Catholic schools because they
are nonparishiOnerS.

High income families are considerably more
likely to pay very high tuition than are low-
and middle-income families.

Implications

Greater diversity in the types of private
schools children attend is occurring as the
proportion of private school enrollment in
Catholic schools decreases and the proportion
in other religiously-affiliated schools increases.

According to data collected by the Bureau of
the Census, there are mixed trends relative to
diversity in the racial/ethnic backgrounds of
private school students. There are fewer black
students but about the same number of His-
panics attending private schools in 1985 as in
1979.

The relative sizes of the public and private
School Sectors for elementary and secondary
education have changed very little in recent
yearS according to data from the Bureau of
the CenSUS.

Data

There are two major sources of national data on pri-
vate school enrollment, the annual School Enrollment
Supplement to the October Current Population Survey
(CPS) and interinittent Private School Surveys con-
ducted by the Center for Statistics (formerly the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics) in the U.S.
Department of Education. The two sources sometimes
produce differing estirnates of the total number and
proportion of private sehool students, (See the Ap-
pendix for a more extensive discussion of the twu
surveys.)

The Center for Statistics (CS) has_periodically sur-
veyed private schools to gather a variety of informa-
tion, including enrollment data. (Only schools that
contain a first grade or above are included in these
surveys.) Prior to the 1983 Private School Survey;
the Center used lists of private schools as the basis
for conducting the survey. The methodology for the
1983 survey was changed in two respects: the survey
was changed from an universe to a sample survey;
and an area frame was used to augment the list of
schbols. The area frame did uncover a considerable
number Of private schools that had not previously
been included in _the list_ of schools. A similar ap-
proach WAS uSed for the Center's 1985 Private School
Survey, but the results from that survey were not yet
available when thiS publication went to press. Be-
cause of the 1983 change in methodoldgy, Center for
Statistics data cannot be uSed to ekamine trends in
private school enrollment over tittle.

The Bureau of the CenSuS collectS data on private
schools annually and the methodology has changed
very little over time. CenSuS gathers information
about private schoolS through a houSehold survey, the
Current Population Survey (CPS). The differences in
methodologya househOld Survey aS cdmpared to a
survey of institutionsbetween the Bureau of the
Census and the Center for StatiSticS may account for
some of the differences in eStimated number§ of pri-
vate school students. CS's change in methodology
may also be related to the differenceS, Since the tWo
sets of estimates were much closer prior to the 1983
change:

Because the CPS data are comparable over time, they
are used in this paper for the analysis of trendS in
private school enrollment. Wherever Center for StatiS:
tics data reveal different trends or can supplement the
CPS data, they are cited as well. Except for the ini:
tial discussion of enrollment levels, the presentation
is limited to elementary and secondary schools,
grades 1-12, since the patterns and dynamics below
first grade are somewhat different:

Private School Enrollment

Total enrollment

CS estimated there were 5.7 million private school
studentS in 1983, with 5.0 million in grades 1-12-,
The CPS eStimate fdr 1983 private school enrollment
in grades 1:12---4.2 milliOnwas considerably lower
than the CS estimate. The CPS estimate for kinder-
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garten enr011ment in private schools was higher than
the CS eStirnate=-656 and 427 thousand respectively
(U.S. DePartment Of Education, 1984b).2

CS eStimates of the proportion of all students attend=
ifig priVate elementary and secondary schools were
higher than CPS estimates for 1983. Those estimates
Were:

FOr grades K=12, 12.6 percent for CS and
10.9 percent for CPS.

For gradeS 1=12, 12.0 percent for CS and
10.9 percent for CPS.

According to CPS data, the proportion of all studentS
in kindergarten through 12th grade enrolled in private
schools was 10.9 percent in 1970 and 1985, but be-
tween those two years it varied considerably (Table
1).

Both private and public school enrollments de-
clined in the early 1970's, but private school
enrollment declined more rapidly. In the fall
of 1974 the proportion of private school stu-
dents was only 9.8 percent.

Between 1974 arid 1979; the proportion of
private school students varied erratically; but
since 1979, it has risen again.3

While the percent of private school students had re-
turned to the 1970 level in the mid-1980's,_ the num-
ber of such students had not according to CPS data.

There were nearly 14 percent fewer private
school students in the fall of 1985 than there
had been in 1970. The number of public
school students also declined by 14 percent
over that period.

r In the first half of the 1980's, while public
school enrollment was still declining, private
school enrollment in gradeS K to 12 Sta=
bilized.

Based on the 1983 methodology, CS data indicated a
growth in private school _enrollMent Of 7.5 percent
between 1980 and 1983. However, CS dbeS not haVe
separate figures for private school enrollment in nur=
sery school, kindergarten, and gradeS 1 to 12 fOr
1980. Therefore, the 7.5 percent increase includes

Table 1
Private school enrollment trends: 1970 to 1985

October
of
year

K-12 enrollment
(In thousands)

Private school
enrollment as a

percentage of
total 1(42

enrollmentTotal Public Private

1970 51,848 46,193 5,655 10,9
1971 51 ,9C3 46,575 5,378 10.4
1972 50,546 45,343 5,203 10.3
1973 49;890 44;945 4,945 9.9
1974 49,825 44;958 4,867 9.8
1975 49,522 44,521 5,001 10.1
1976 49,006 44,202 4,804 9.8
1977 48,178 43;153 5,025 10.4
1978 46;954 41;976 4;978 10.6
1979 46.006 41,343 4,663 10:1

1980 45,181 - .-- -
1981 45598 40,897 4,701 10.3
1982 44;834 40;132 4,702 10.5
1983 44,569 39,701 4,868 10,9
1984 4,099 39,793 4,306 9.8
1985 44,660 39,788 4,872 10.9

-Not available,
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census; School
Enrollment-Social and Economic Characteristics of Students: OctOber 1984
f Current _Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 404), 1985 and unpublished
tabulations.



growth in nursery school enrollment, which is grow7
ing much faster than K-12 or 1-12 enrollment. CS
alko shows a growth of 13 percent in the number of
private schools between 1980 and 1983 (U.S. De-
partment of Education, 1984b).

The remainder of this paper is ba§ed on CPS data
except where there is a specific reference to data
from the Center for StatistieS.

Grade-level. The portion of total enrollment ac-
counted for by private schools varieS by grade level.
The proportion 6f students attending private §chool§
is highest at the preschool level, arid as children pro:
gress through school; private schools educate a de-
creasing percentage of all students.

In 1985, the proportion of students attendiiig
private schools was 65.7 percent for nursery
school, 15.6 percent for kindergarten, 11.4
percent for grades 1-8 and 8.7 percent for
grades 9-12.

Private school enrollment rates by level were
very similar in 1985 and 1970; However, there
has been a recent increase in the proportion of
high school students attending private schools;
from 7.4 percent of all students in 1979 to
8.7 percent in 1985.

Trends in the number of private school students differ
by level. At the elementary grades (grades 1-8);
which account for the bulk of private school stu-
dents, enrollment dropped during the 1970's by ap-
proximately 23 peizent, but has remained relatively
stable since 1980. Kindergarten and high school en-
rollments have changed very little since 1970. Enroll-
ment in private nursery schools, on the Other hand,
has grown throughout the period, more than doubling
between 1970 and 1985. That growth reflect§ the ris-
ing rates of total preschool enrollment (Pendleton,
1986), since the proportion of nursery school stu-
dents enrolled in private schools has not changed.

Type of private school. There are many different
kinds of private elementary and secondary SchoolS
day and boarding schools, religiously7affiliated and
Secular schools; coeducational and single-sex Soho ON.
Unfortunately, little comparable national data over
time exists on enrollment trends by type of private
School. Since 1979 the Bureau of the Census has pe-
riodically asked whether the private school a child
was attending was "church-related" or not and the
Center for Statistics classified private schools by con-

trolCathOlic, other religiously-affiliated; and un-
affiliated=in the 1983 SUrvey. While there are con-
siderable difference§ arming the church-related
schools, little natiOnal data are available to shed light
on this diversity.

The vast majority of children in private schools at-
tend schools which are religiOusly affiliated. While
the proportion of private School §tudents in church-
related schools has not declined in recent years, the
composition of church-related schools has changed.

In 1979; 1982, and 1985, apprOkimately 86
percent of all private school Students in grades
1-12 were enrolled in churchzrelated schools.

Church-related schools account for lower pro-
portions of private school students below the
first grade level-72 percent for kindergarten
and 39 percent for nursery school in 1985.

CathOlic schoolr have historically accounted for Most
Students in church-related schools, but their relative
poSition has been changing in the recent past. Catho-
lic §chool enrollment has been declining, while en-
rollment in other types of religiously-affiliated
SchoolS has been increasing (U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation, 1984b; Cooper, McLaughlin, and Manno,
1983).

The proportion of all private school students
attending Catholic Schools was 64 percent in
1980 and that percentage declined to 56 per-
cent in 1 9 83 (U.S. Department of Education;
1984b). Catholic School§ enrolled 87 percent
of all private School Students in 1965-66 (Cat-
terall, 1985).

The proportion of SttidentS in other religiously-
affiliated schools roSe from 21 to 25 percent
of all private school studentS betWeen 1980
and 1983 (U.S. Department of Education,
1984b).

According to Cooper (1985), the schools with
the higheSt groWth rate§ in enrollment in re-
cent yearS among the Other religiously-affili-
ated schoolS have been evangelical, Calvinist,
and Lutheran schoolS. Also showing consider-
able growth have been independent schools
and those serving special education students.

According to CS estimates, the number of
Other religiously-affiliated schools increased



approxiinately 20 percent between 1980 and
1983 and the number of nonreligiously-affili-
ated Schools increased nearly 30 percent over
the Same period (U.S. Department of Educa-
tied, 1984b).

Region and metropolitan status. Patterns of private
school enrollment vary by region and type of com-
munity. In recent years regional differences in pnvate
school enrollment rates have remained about the
same, while differences among types of communities
have narrowed (Table 2).

Historically, private schools have educated a
higher proportion of all elementary and sec-
ondary students in central cities than in the
suburbs or nonmetropolitan areas.

Those differences have been decreasing since
1979 as private school enrollment rates have
been declining in the cities, and increasing
elsewhere. This pattern may reflect closing of
Catholic schools in urban centers and the ex-
pansion of evangelical and fundamentalist
schools in suburban and nonmetropolitan areas
(Catterall, 1985).

Private schools eaucate a higher proportion of
students in the Northeast and North Central
regions than in the South and West.

During the 1970's, regional differences in pri-
vate school enrollment rates decreased, as the
rates increased in the South and West, while
decreasing in the Northeast and North Central
regions. The trend of narrowing regional dif-
ferences did not continue into the 1980's
(Table 2).

The relative importance of church-related schools dif-
fers by region; while differences among cities, sub-
urbs, and nonmetropolitan areas in the proportion of
private school students attending church-related
schools are minor

In 1979, religiously-affiliated schools ac-
counted for a higher proportion of private
school students in the Northeast and North
Central regions than in the South and West.

Between 1979 and 1985; the proportion of
church-related students declined in the North-
east and increased in the North Central re-
gion.

In 1985, nearly all private school students in
the NOrth Central region attended a church-re-
lated School (95 percent), whereas that propor-
tion was considerably lower in the other three
regionS (78 to 84 percent).

Table 2
Proportion of all students attending private
schools, by region and metropolitan status

Metropolitan status
and region

Proportion of October enrollment;
grades 1-12, attending private schools

1970 1979 1982 1985

U;S: 10.5 9.8 10.0 10.5

Region:
Northeast 17.1 12.5 13.3 14.2
North Central 13.4 11.5 11.7 12.4
South 5.7 7.8 7.4 8.2
We St 6.0 7.9 8.4 8.2

Metropolitan_ status:
Central city 16.4 16.0 13.7 13.8
Suburb 11.6 10.0 11.0 11.9
Nonmetropolitan 5.5 5.0 5.9 6.2

SOURCE: U.S. Itepartment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Private SchOol
Enrollment Tuition; and Enrollment Trends: October 1979 (Current Population
RepOrts, SerieS P-23, No. 121), 1982 and _unpublished tabulations*,Bianchi; S.,
Private School Enrollment: Trends and Debates, Research in Sociology of
Education and Socialization, 3, 1982.
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Characteristics of private school students

Family income. While on average, students attend-
ing private schools come from more affluent families
than public school students, most private school stu-
dents are from low- and middle-income families (Fig-
ure 1).

A majority of both public arid private school
students came from middle-income ($15,000
to $49;999) families in 1985-56 percent of
public school students and 63 percent Of pri-
vate school students.

A substantial proportion-one-seventh-of pri-
vate school students came from low-income
families (less than $15,000). One-third of pub=
lic school students came from low-income
families:

Approximately twice as many private School
students came from high-income families
($50,000 or more) as public school students-
23 percent vs. 11 percent.

There is a considerable difference between
church-related and nonchurch-related private
schools in terms of the family incomes of
their students (Figure 1). Family incomes of
the students in nonchurch=related schools are
much higher than for studentS in church:re=
fated schools, but only a small portion (less
than 15 percent) of private school students at=
tend nonchurch-related schools.

The likelihood that a child will be enrolled in a pri=
vate School rises with family income (Table 3), al=
though even at the highest income levels, most
Students attend public schools. The relationship be-
tween income and private school attendance is partic-
ularly Strong for nonchurch-related schools.

In 1985; the proportion of children in grades
1-12 enrolled in church-related schools rose
from 3 percent when family income was be-
low $7;500 to 17 percent when income was
$75,000 and above.

Table 3
Enrollment rates in private elementary and secondary schools by race/
ethnicity, family income, and control of school: October 1985

Proportitin Of children in grades 1 to 12 attending private schools

All children White
Family Total Church- Nonchurch- Total Church- Nonchurch-income private' related related private' related related
Total2 10.5 8.5 1.4 11.9 9.8 1.5Less than $7,500 3.5 2.8 .5 4.9 4.1 .5$7,_500 to $14,999 5.7 4.7 .4 6.7 5.7 .5$15,000 to $24,999 8.6 7.2 .8 _9.4 8.2 .7$25,000 to $34,999 13.1 11.0 1.5 13.5 11.3 1.5$35,000 to $49,999 13.8 11.8 1.6 14.5 12.4 1.7$50,000 and over 20.0 14.8 4.3 20.1 15.1 4.2

Black Hiapailic3

Family Total Church- Nonchurch- Total Church- Nonchurch-income private' related related private' related related
Total2 3.7 2.4 .7 6.7 6.1 .3Less_than $7,500 1.5 .8 .4 3:0 2.4 .6$7,500 to $14,999 2.7 1:8 .2 5.1 5.1 .0$15,000 to $24,999 3:8 2.5 .7 8.0 7.1 .2$25,000 to $34,999 8.4 6.3 .8 10.7 _9.1 1.1$35,000 to $49,999 7.4 4.5 1.9 13:1 13.1 .0$50,000 and over 14.7 9.3 4:7 20.2 20.2 .0

Includes some students for whom control of the private sch0Ol Was not reported.
2 Incluaes_some students for whom family income WaS not reported.

Hispanics may_be of any race.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; October 1985 School Enrollment SuPpleMent to Current
Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.
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FIGURE 1 -- Prop±mtion of elementary and secondary students by household
income, educational attainment, and control of school: 1985

Type of
School

Public

Church-related

Nonchurch-related

Family income

Ty pe of
school

Public

Church-related

Nonchurch-related

I I 1 I I I

10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Percent of students
80

"Parental" educational attainment

100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percent of students

Family income:

Less than $15,000
$15,000 to $34,999

El $35,000 to $49,999
II $50,000 and over

Educational attainment:

1:3 Less than 4 years of
high school
4 years of high school

Ea 1 to 3 years of college
4 years of college or
more

SOURCE: U.S_Department_of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1985 October School Enrollment
Supplement to the Current Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.



The proportions of children attending non-
church-related schools in 1985 were leSs than
I_ percent if family income waS leSS than
$25,000, less than 2 percent if family income
was between $25;000 and $74,999, and i
percent if family income was at least $75,000.

Most private school students at all income lev-
els attend church-related schools, but the like=
lihood that the private school will be non-
church-related increases with family income.
In 1985 only 10 percent of private school stu-
dents from families with incomes below
$25,000 were enrolled in a nonchurch-related
school as compared to 37 percent of those
from families with Incomes of $75,000 or
more.

Bianchi (1982) reported no clear trend dining the
1970's toward increasing_ or_ decreasing difference§ be-
tween public and private _schools in family income
leVels. The same was also true between 1979 and
1985. The median family income for adUseholds
cOntaining elementary and secondary school Students
inereased between 1979 and 1985 for students in all
types Of schools. However, there was little change in
the relative levels of family income of public and
private schools.4

The likelihood that a child Will attend a private
school also increases with the educational attainment
of his or her parents. The differenceS among types of
schools in "parental" educational backgrounds were
similar to those for family income in 1985.5

In households where the "parent7 had not
completed high school, 5 percent of the chil-
dren in grades 1-12 attended a private school.

If the "parent" had at least a bachelor's de-
gree, 18 percent of elementary and secondary
school students attended a private School.

The same percentage-56 percentof students
in public and private School§ had a "parent"
with a moderate amount of education (finished
high school but less than a bachelor's degree).
The proportion of public School students
whose "parent" was not a high School gradu-
ate was more than double that fdr priVate
school students-26 vs. 11 percent.

The "parent" of 30 percent of the students in
church-related schools had at least a bachelor'S

degree, while 18 percent of public school stu-
dents had such highly educated "parents."

The relatively feW Students attending non-
church-related private Schools came from
households with much higher levels of educa-
tional attainment than children attending
church-related schools (Figure I). The "par-
ent" of more than half (56 percent) the stu-
dents in nonchurch-related SchoolS had at least
a bachelor's degree.

Racelethnicity Black students are much less likely
to attend private schools than whiteS. Hispanic chil-
drer are more likely than blacks, but leSS likely than
whites, to attend a private school (Figure 2).

Private school enrollment by black youngsters
is low primarily because of low enrollment
rates in church-related schoolsonly 2.4 per-
cent of all black children attended church-re.
lated schools in 1985 as compared to 9.8 per-
cent of whites and 6.1 percent of Hispanics.

Very few blacks and Hispanics living outside of met-
ropolitan areas attend private schools.

In 1985, private school enrollment rates were
about .5 percent for blacks and 2 percent for
HiSpanics in nonmetropolitan areas. Approx.:.
imately 5 percent of blacks living in central
cities and in the suburbs attended private
school§, while for Hispanic children, private
school enrollment rates were between 7 and 8
percent in central cities and the suburbs.

One factor contributing to low private school atten-
dance by black§ and Hispanics is lower family in=
comes than White§, Since private school attendance
increases with family income. The differences in pri=
vate school attendance between whites and Hispanics
are largely a function of differing family income lev-
els. Enrollment rate§ for whites and Hispanics at the
same income level did not differ significantly in
1985 (Table 3). However; differences in private
school enrollment rates between blacks and whiteS
generally remain.6

The number of black students in private schools In-
creased during the late 1970's, and during that penod
the gap between blacks and whites in private school
enrollment rates narrowed. However, according to
CPS, the number of black private school students de-
clined by 25 percent between 1979 and 1985. AS a
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FIGURE 2 -- Private elementary and secondary enrollment as a proportion of
total enrollment, by race/ethnicity

Percent in grades 1-12
enrolled in private school

12

10

0

1970 1975 1980

October of year

1. Hispanics may be of any race.

NOTE: Data for 1980 not available.

1985

White

Total

Hispanic1

Black

SOURCS_ ti&Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census, Pthiate School Enroffment, Tuition, and
Enroftent Trends: October 1979; School Enrollment -- Socjaland Economic CharacterisUcs ofStueents:
Oxdober 1984: and 1985 October School Enrollment Supplement to the Current Population Survey,
unpublished tabulations.
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regult, the black enrollment rateand the_difference
betWeen blacks and whiteswas approximately the
Same in 1985 as in 1970 (Figure 2):

Bet %Veen 1970 and 1979, the number_of black
elementary and secondary students attending
private schools increased by over 30 percent
(U.S. Departnient of Commerce; 1985): Black
enr011ment in Catholic schools increased over
20 percent between 1970 and 1980; while
total enrollment in Catholic schools was de-
clining by 30 percent (National Catholic Edu-
cational Association, 1986b).

The decline in black attendance in private
schools since 1979 haS largely been due to a
decline in black enr011nient rates in_church-re-
lated schools-=from 4.2 percent of all black
students in grades 1 to 12 in 1979 to 2.4 per-
cent in 1985.

It is unclear in what types of church-related
schools black enrollment has declined. Data
from the National Catholic Educational Asso-
ciation (NCEA) (1986b) indicate that black en-
rollment in Catholic Schools declined about
one percent between 1980;81 and 1984-85.
The National Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS) (1986) reported a 13 percent
Increase in black students between 1981:82
and 1985-86.

According to CPS data; there have been no consis=
tent trends over time for Hispanic enrollment in pri-
vate schools. In part; this reflects the small CPS
sample for Hispanics; which results in large standard
errors so that even large differences may not be sta-
tistically significant. Individual private school associa-
tions have reported considerable increases in both
Hispanic and Asian enrollments in member schools.

NCEA (1986b) has reported considerable
growth in Hispanic enrollment in Catholic
schools since 1970, especially prior to 1980
18 percent between 1970 and 1980 and 3:5
percent between 1980 and 1985.

NAIS (1986) reported an increase of 7 percent
in Hispanic enrollment between 1981 and
1985.

Both NCEA and NAIS report increased enroll-
ment in member schools by Asian-Americans
of approximately 50 percent in the first half
of the 1980'S.

Blacks represent a smaller proportion of private than
of public School_ktudents, and that proportion has de-
clined since 1979.

ApprOXimately 5.5 percent of private school
stUdents were black in 1985, as compared to
7.5 pereent in 1979. Among public school
studentS, the percentage of black students was
slightly leSg than 17 _percent in 1985 and had
not changed since 1979.

The proportion of students in church-related
schools who were black decreased frdm 7.6 to
4.5 percent between 1979 and 1985.

Hispanics constituted 6 percent of private school stu-
dents in 1985 and 10 percent of public school stu-
dents;

Tuition Levels

The Bureau of the Census has collected data on pri:
vate school tuition and fees every 3 yeArg Since
1979. The general patterns related to tuition levelg
were the same in 1979; 1982, and 1985. Tuition ik
higher in high schools than in elementary schbolg
and in nonchurch-related schools than in church;re:
lated schools (Table 4):

In 1985; tuition for one-third of the ele=
mentary students attending church-related
schbols was under $500 and it was between
$500 and $1,000 for another third. Over sixty
percent of all students in private elementary
schools attended a church-related school where
tuition and fees were less than $1,000 in
1985.

For elementary students in nonchurch-related
schools, tuition and fees were less than
$1,500 for about one-third of the students and
over $3,000 fOr More than a third:

At the high School level in 1985, one half of
the students in church-related schools attended
a school_ where the tuition and fees were less
than $1,500. Thition and feeS exceeded $3,000
for over half the high school students enrolled
in nonchurch-related schools.

The Center for Statistics also collects data on priVate
school tuition and compiles the information separately
for Catholic and other religiougly-affiliated SchOOIS.
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Table 4
Tuition and fees in private schools, by level and control: October 1985

Level and
control of
School

Proportion of students1 with tuition and fees of: Median
tuition
and
fees

Mean
tuition
and
fees

Less than
$500

$500-
$999

$1,000-
$1,499

$1,500-
$1,999

$2_,000-
and over

Elementary2 _ 29.8 33.0 19.3 5.7 12.2 $ 774 $1,046

(Gradet 1-8)
Church-related 33.3 37.0 19.2 5.5 5.0 692 799

Nonchurch-related 6.7 6.4 19.0 7.0 60.6 2,282 2,709

Secondary2_ 2.8 10.1 31.4 25.5 30.2 1,569 '!,003
(Grades 9-12)
Church-related 2.7 11.3 3E.2 27.8 23.1 1,508 1,6/8
Nohchurch-related 3.0 4.2 12.0 13.3 67.5 3,571 4,042

1 Percent calm/tato:I ortIotal number of students for whom tuition welt were reported. The nor response rate on the tuition item

for the categories in the table ranged from 10 to 18 percent. The response rate was higher for nonchurch-related schOols than

church-related schools.
2 Includes some students for whern contrel of the private school was not reported.

NOTE May not sum_to_100 percent due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce_Bureau of the Census, October 1985 School Enrollment Supplement to the Current

Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.

Such data were gathered for the 1983-84 and
1985-86 school years, but the 1985-86 data were not
yet available when this report went to press. For the
1983-84 school year, tuition in Catholic schools was
considerably lower than in other religiously-affiliated
schools (U.S. Department of Education; 1986b).

Median tuition for the 1983-84 scho61 year
was approximately 75 percent higher in other
religiously-affiliated schools than in Catholic
schools;

Tuition and fees in private schools have risen more
sharply than the cost-of-living since 1979 according
to data from the Current Population Sur Vey. For
church-related schools; the increases have been
greater in elementary schools than in high SchoolS
and greater between 1979 and 1982 than betWeen
1982 and 1985. For nonchurch-related gchoolg, there
has been relatively little difference in tuiticin trendS
between the two time periods.?

The Consumer Price index (CPO increaSed 48
percent between 1979 and 1985. Median pri=
vate school tuition and fees increaSed 103 per=
cent for elementary School Students and 69
percent for high schotil gtudentg in that pe-
ricid.8

The increases in chtirch=related tuition and
fees betWeen 1979 and 1982 were 74 percent

for elementary school students and 37 percent
for high School students. The CPI rose 33
percent in that period.

For the 1982=85 period, tuition and fees for
church=related schools increased 22 percent for
both elementary and high school pupils._ffhe
increaSe in the cost-of-living wag 11 percent
betWeen 1982 and 1985.

Tbition increases for nonchurch-related studentg
were 78 percent for elementary studentg nd
Over 100 percent for high school studentS be=
tWeen 1979 and 1985.

Differences in tuition and fees between Staz
dents in church7 and nonchurch-related high
schools increased between 1979 and 1985, due
tci a much higher rate of increase for students
in nonchurch-related schools over_the periock--
over 100 percent compared to 67 perceht tor
Students in church-related schools.

Region and metropolitan status. Median tuition lev-
els in private schools vary by region and metro-
politan status, and that variation is somewhat differ-
ent for elementary and secondary school students
(Table 5). For students in grades 1-8; median tuition
and fees are lower in the Northeast and North_ Cen-
tral regiong than in the South and West and higher
in the suburbs than elsewhere; For high school 5tu-
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dents, median tuition is higher in the West than in
the other regions and lower in nonmetropolitan than
in metropolitan areas.

In 1985 tuition and fees for a much larger
proportion of elementary school students were
less than $1,000 in the Northeast (74 percent)
and the NOrth Central (80 percent) regions
than in the South (44 percent) and West (46
percent).

The regicinal differences may reflect in part
differences in enrdllment patterns. Higher pro-
portions of Students in the Northeast and
North Central regiOns attend Catholic ele-
mentary schoolS, Which tend to have lower tu-
itions.

At the high school level, very few students at-
tend private schoolS where the tuition is less
than $1,000 and there iS little regional varia-
tion in this pattern--from 10 percent in the
West to_15 percent in the North Central re-
gion: However, there are regional differences
in the proportion of studentS for whom_tuition
is very high, $3,000 or morefrom 21 per-

cent in the Northeast to 4 percent in the
Ntirth Central region in 1985:

There iS considerable variation in high school
tuition levelS by metropolitan status: Thirty-
eight percent of students in nonmetropolitan
areas pay private school tuition and fees of
less than $1,000 aS opposed to only 6 percent
in the StiburbS and 9 percent living in central
citieS.

Race /ethnicity. For elementary pupils attending pri-
vate schools, blackS have tended in recent years_ to
pay somewhat more in tuition and fees than have
whites (Figure 3).

In 1982 and 1985 the proportion of black
pupilS for Whom tuition and fees were less
than $500 Was considerably below that for
whiteS (and HiSpanics in 1982). This was true
for all private elementary schools and for
church:related elementary schools.9

In 1985, tuition and feeS eAceeded $1,000 for
over half (53 percent) of the black private
school elementary studentS, but only 36 per-

Table 5
Median private school tuition and fees, by level, zontrol, region, and metropolitan
status: 1985

Median tuition and feeS

Elementary students
(Grades 1-8)

Secondary studeritt
(Grades 9-12)

Region and_ Total1 Church= Nonchurch- Total' Church- Nonchurch-metropolitan
status

related related related related

U.S. $ 774 $692 $2,282 $1,569 $1,508 53,571
Region:

Northeast 573 515 3,581 1,617 1,522North Central 561 545 1,523 1,509South 1,074 978 1,627 1,451 1,315West 1,034 978 2,014 1,861

Metropolitan status:
Central city 737 671 2,803 1,566 1,528Suburb 834 748 2,803 1,700 1,591 5,211NonmetroPelitan 679 620 1,079 1,043

=Cell size too small lesstan_75,000) for a reliable estimate.
1 Includes same students for whom control of the priVate school was not reported.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 School Enrollment Supplement to the Current Population Survey,unpublished tabulations.

12



cent of white students and 24 percent of His-
panic students.

In elementary schools; families of white and
Hispatiie students paid about the same tuition
and fees in 1985.

Two factorS that may help explain the racial/ethnie
patterns are tuition policies in Catholic schools and
the way that CPS collects data on tuition.

Blacks attending Catholic schools tend to be
nonCatholics, which is not the case for His-
panics or whites (National Catholic Educa-
tional Association; 1986b). Parish schodls
often charge higher tuition to nonparishionerS,
so blacks attending such schools would tend
to pay higher tuition than whites and His-
nanics.

Instructions to CPS interviewers for the tuition
item on the October Supplement are that infor-
mation on tuition and fees should exclude
scholarships or subsidies. Therefore, the CPS
tuition figures may overstate the net cost to a
family of sending their child to a private
school: If black children are more likely 65 re:
ceive scholarships or some other form of sub-
sidy than other students, then the tuitiOn dif=
ferentials between blacks and OtherS Wbuld be
reduced if scholarships were taken into ac-
count:

Family income. The level of tuition a family pays
to send a child to private school varieS With family
income; but the relationship betWeen iricOMe and tui-
tion levels has not been particularly Strong in the
1980's. Income may have a larger impact bn Whether
a child attends private school than on hoW much tui-
tion the family payS When the child dOeS attend. The
1982 and 1985 CPS Shrveys uSed the Same income
and tuition categories, and in both cases, the general
pattern is similar (Table 6).

There iS not Much difference across income
categories in the distribution of tuition levels;
except_for the higheSt income categories
$50,000 Or mbre.

One possible eAplanation for the lack of
greater VariatiOn across income levels is the

fact that CPS data reflect gross and not net
coStS CO the farnily of sending the child to pri-_
vate school. If lower-income families are more
likely to receive scholarships or other sub-
SidieS, then the differential between gross
cciStS and net costs may be greater for lower-
income families. If data were available on net
costsout-of:pocket costs, the relationship be-
tween family income and tuition levels might
be stronger.

In 1982 and 1985, families with incomes
above $50,000 were more likely to send their
child to a private school where tuition and
feeS eXceeded $2,000, at both the elementary
and Secondary school levels: As noted earlier,
relatiVely few private school studentsless
than one-fourthcome from such high-income

Implications

The trends in private school enrollments and tuitions
presented above have a variety of implications both
for private schools and for American education in
general. The implications for private schools are dis-
cussed below, followed by the more general implica-
tions.

Private school implications

A major theme that can be seen in the recent enroll-
ment trends for private schools is their continued,
and in some respects increasing; diversity. For eicam-
pie:

The proportion of students attending non-
Catholic religiously-affiliated schools has been
increasing; while the proportion attending
Catholic schools; which have historically ac-
counted for a very large majority of all stu-
dents in church-related schools, has been de:
clining. In 1983, approximately equal
proportions of private schools were Catholic,
other religiously-affiliated, and nonaffiliated
(U:S; Department of Educatibn, I986a).

The students attending private schools come
from a variety of family backgrounds, particu-
larly those attending church-related schools.
The majority of private school students come
from middle-income families.
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FIGURE 3 -- Tuition and fees in private elementary schools, by racelethnicityand control: 1985
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SOURCE: US. Department of Commerea_Bureau of the CenSuS, Private School Enrollment Tvition,andEnrollment Trencle: October 1979 and October 1982 and 1985 School Enrollment Supplements to the CurrentPopulation Survey, unpublished tabulations.
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Table 6
Thition and fees in private schools by level and family income: 1982 and 1985

Proportion of students' with tuition and feet of:

Elementary students
(Grades 1-8)

Farni!y Less than $1,000- $2,000

income $1,000 $1,999 and over

1985:

Less than $7,500 78.2 18.5 3.4

$7,500 to $14,999 74.1 20.2 5.8

$15,000 to $24,999 69.3 26.2 4.5

$25,000 to $34,999 65.5 27.3 7.3

$35,000 to $49,999 62.8 28.2 9.0

$50,000 to $74,999 58.2 23.9 18.1

$75,000 and over 29.5 20.8 49.8

1982:

Less than $7,500 85.7 11.9 2.4

$7,500 to $14,999 81.9 16.4 1.8

$15,000 to $24,999 81.0 15.3 3.7

$25,000 to $34,999 80.5 14.7 4:8

$35,000 to $49,999 75.4 14.6 9.9

$50,000 to $74,999 55.4 19.5 25.1

$75,000 and over 28.7 31.8 39.5

Secondary students
(GradeS 9-12)

Less than $1,000- $2,000
000 $1,999,$1 and over

1 24.1 1 60.2

24.1 59.4
11.9 63.9
11.4 63.6

7.1 56.5
1.8 32.5

15.7

16.5
24:2
25.0
36.3
65.8

1 44.0 1. 48.6 1 7.3

27.7 61.9 10.4

29.3 55.0 15.7
29:8 52.8 17.4

1 12.1 } 54.8 1 33:2

Percentage calculated on total number of Studentt for Whom _tuition levels were reported. Thenonmsponse rate on the tuition item by income category ranged from 7 to 27

percent in 1985 (16 percent for elementary students and 13 percent for secondary students) and 4 to 26 percent in 1982 (11 percent for elementary students and 13

percent for secondary students).
NOTE: May not sum to 100 percent due to roan: ij
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, BUreau of the Census, October 1985 and October 1982 School Enrollment Supplements to the Current Population Survey,

unpublished tabulations.

Some of the convergence in private school at-
tendance rates that occurred in the 1970's, par7
ticularly among regions; has not continued
into the 1980's. Children still are more likely
to attend a private school if they liVe in the
Northeast and North Central regions.

However; the differences between central cities
vs: suburbs and rural areas in the likelihood
that a child will attend a private Sehool have
been narrowing: The decrea-ses in private
school attendance rates in the large eitieS arid
the increases elsewhere may be a reflection of
the first trend mentioned abOVe, the declining
percentage of private school StiideritS in Catho-
lic schools and the increaSing proportion in
other religiously-affiliated SchOO1S.

One area in which diversity has not increased
in recent years according to CPS data is the
racial/ethnic backgrouridS of private school stu-
dents. In particular, priVate school enrollment
rates for black studentS have declined since
1979, reversing the trendS Of the 1970's. His-

panic private school attendance patternS have
not changed significantly in recent years.

Tuition levels for private schools increaSed consider7
ably faster_than the cost-of-living between 1979 and
1985, especially for church-related SchoolS. It is un-
clear whether the tuition increaSeS affected enrollment
trends during this period.

On the brie hand, total enrollment in private
SchoolS Was stable while public school enroll-
ment was declining.

On the other hand; black enrollment de-
creased, particularly in church-related SchddlS,
where the tuition increases were proportion-
ately the greatest. The ratio of median family
income for black private school students to
black public school students increased from
1.95 in 1979 to 2:06 in 1985, which suggests
an increasing differential in family income be-
tween_black students in public and private
schools.
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Other studies have Shown that tuition levels do
affect family choice Of a School, and that the
enrollment decisions of mindrity and lower-in-
come families are more sensitive to tuition
levels than white and iikgher-income families
(Williams; Hancher, & Hutner, 1983; Noe ll,
1984).

Implications for American education

The propcirtion of all elementary and secondary stu-
dents attending private schools has risen slightly in
recent years, and was approximately 11 percent in
1985 according to data collected by the Bureau of
the CenSu§. The trends in private school enrollment§
revealed in CPS data suggest stability in the relative
sizeg of the two sectors of American elementary and
secondary educationpublic and private.

The fearS of Sortie observers in the 1970's of
continued substantial declines in private school
enrollment§ Were not realizecL

Similarly, the perception, held by many, that
priVate Schools are expanding rapidly in the
1980's arid abSorbing large numbers of stu-
dents frdm public schools is not confirmed by
the national data on enrollment trends from
CPS (Catterall, 1985).

However, given the estimates of private schbOl
enrollment by the Center for Statistics, it iS
possible that the CPS survey misses substantial
numbers of private school students. Further-
mbre, the national and regional figures could
mask tOnSiderable variation across States and
localitieS in the relative sizes of the public
and private Schbol sectors, and how they are
changing.

Footnotes

11>rivate schOol enrollment rates are the proportions of partichlar popula-
tion groups enrolled in private SchciolS. Thus, the elementary private
school enrollment rate for blacks would be the proportion Of all black
students in grades 1 to 8 attending a priVate school.

2Another estimate of private sehool ehrollment was derived in the early
1980s using a combination of data sourcesdata froni priVate school as-
sociations, and a comparison Of the CS liSt of private schools in 21 arras
with the number of private schools actually found by a canvas of those
areas (Cooper &_McLaughlin; 1983; Cooper, McLaughlin, & Manno,
1983; Cooper, 1985). The resulting estimates of total pnvate school en-
rollment are also considerably higher than_thoSe from CPS-5.3 million
for 1982-83 in K-I2 (COoper, 1985) as opposed to CPS's figure of 4.1
millfon in October 1982.

3Private school enrollment trends relative to pUblit schools vary according
to the data source consulted. The decennial census and the Current POO-
lation Survey showed private school entollnient declining more rapidly
than public school ent011rnent during the 1970's, so that the percenMge
Of students attending private schools also declined. Cehter for Statistics
data showed private schOO1 enitillment declining less rapidly, and at in-
crease in the proportion of private school ent011ment (Williams et al.,
1983).

4Using CPS data. Bianchi (1982) analyied family income differences be-
tween public and priVate school students in two ways: She computed the
ratio of median family incomeS Of public and private school students:
She also calculatedan index of dissimilarity between the income distribu-
tions of the two sectors, which prOvideS a measure of what proportion of
all students in public schools would have to come from hightt income
families if the family income distribUtiOnS for public and private school
students were to be the same. The income ratios varied erratically be-tween .69 and .81 for elementary SehbelS and .71 and .76 for high
schools between 1970 and 1979.

The same measures were used to analyze changes in the relative family
income distributions since 1979. and the reSults are shown below.

Schnel leVel

Elementary SedOndary

Index of
Ratio of inedme Ratio ot
public to dissimilarity public to
private between public private
WPM median and private School medianYear family income schoels family income

income
dissimilarity
between public
and private
schools

1979 .71 23% 73 23%1982 .70 21% 70 23%1985 68 24% 67 25%
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5In tabulations prepared by the Bureau of the Census from the Current
Popii ration Survey, educational attainment is reported for the adult identi-
fied as the "householder" or "reference person," and only for children
who are a relatiVe of that person. In order to reduce the awkwardness of
refening to such individuals as reference persons or househoiders, they
are referred tb in the text as "parents." In most cases, this individual is
the child's parent.

Other characteristics increasing the likelihood of enrollment in private
sehoolS, based bn data from the 1982 CPS survey, include fewer children
in the household, "parents" in white collar occupations, and the presence
of both spOuses in the household (U.S. Depatment of Education; 1984a).

6NOell (1984) reporm different patterns in the 1982 CPS data. Enrollmeot
rates for blacks and Hispanici were higher than those of WhiteS at upp-er
ineome levels: However; in several cases these findings are based on a
very small numbir of cases, so the estimates are riot reliable. Further-
more, simile patterns did not appear in the 1979 data.

7The testilta presented in the text are based on changes in median tuition
and fees. However, the same analysis was_ also concluded for Mean UT
lion levels and the results were very similar. The percentage increases in
median and mean tuition and fees in _the two time geriods-1979-1982
and 1982-1985differed by no more than 3 percent except for ele-

mentary school stUdenrs attending church-related schools for the 1979-82
period, where the increase was much larger for median tuition and feeS
(74 pereent) than for the mem (58 percent).

gOver the entire period, 1979-1985, median family income increased 42
percent and puolic school expendittireS per pupil increned by 62 percent.

For Catholic SehoolS, the propOrtion of revenues coming from tumon and
fees has been increasing as have operating expenses and the proportion
o f lay teachers (National Ca tholit Eduuitiuni1AssocIition,986a,J986b
and 1986c), and all these may be contributing factors to increased tuition
leVelS in Cathblit schools. Fa Catholic high schools; average expendi,
tures per pupil increased _12 percent between 1982-83 and 1985-86_ arid
av-etag-e tuition increased 34 percent in the sane period (National Catho-
lic Educational Association, 1986a).

9The analySiS for _tititibn levels by_race/ethnicity is limited to elementary
school students, because the numbers of black and Hispanic secondary
StudentS in priVate SchoolS are too Small to produce Mliable estimates of
tuition levels for these sroups. For the same reason, estimates for tuition
in nonchurch:related elementary sehools are nbt presented by race/eth-
nicity.
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Appendix

The Center for Statistics, U.S. Department of Educa-
tiOn and the Bureau of the Census both _collect na-
tiOnal data on private school enrollment z.nd tuition:
The methodS Used by the two agencies are somewhat
different.

Center for Statistics

The Center for Statistics (CS) gathers data from pri-
Vate schools through its Private School Survey. The
three most recent surveys were in .1980,_ 1983; and
1985. The data for 1985 were not yet available
when this report went to press and the methodology
utili2ed for 1980 and 1983 were not comparable.

The CS survey gathers data from schools; and until
the 1983 survey, it was a universe rather than a sam-_
pie survey. There was some concern that the lists of
private schools which constituted the universe for the
earlier surveys_ were not complete. Therefore, in
order to increase the representativeness of the survey,
two sampling frames were utilized in 1983a list
frame and an area frame.

An eligible school for the purposes of the CS sur:
veys must meet three criteria: it includes a first
grade or above; it is housed in a facility other than a
private home; and it provides 4 or more hours of in-
struction per day for at least 160 days a year.
Schools which only serve children below the first
grade are excluded. As a result, CS underestimates
the number of children attending private schools for
nursery school and kindergarten, especially the
former.

The Private School Surveys collect many types of in-
stitutional data about private schools, but are not de-
signed to collect information about the characteristics
of private school students. CS gathers data about
teachers, programs, and school characteristics.

Bureau of the Census

The Currerit Population Survey (CPS) is a sample
Survey of households conducted monthly; with a core

of questions asked every month and Other queStiOn8
asked less frequently. The survey cbVers apprOx-
imately 60,000 households each month, whiCh con-
tain about 150,000 individuals. The October CPS
asks household informants about school enrollment
and educational attainment of household members.
Each October questions are asked about the current
enrollment status of household members 3 years of
age or older. For those enrolled in 12th grade and
below, the question is asked Whether the school at-
tended is a public or private school. Additional items
in the 1979, 1982, and 1985 surveys asked about the
amount of tuition and fees paid in behalf of private
school students and whether the private school was
church-related or not.

Because the CPS iS a household survey, it provides
information about the characteristics of private school
students and their families, such as race, educational
Attainment, and incOme. However, except for the
limited questions on control and tuition added every
3 years since 1979, it does not provide data about
the private schools children are attending: The spe-
cific quegfions on the October CPS are the following:

Is (the child) enrolled in public or private school?
What grade or year is (the child) attending?

If the school is identified as private, these additional
questions were asked in 1979, 1982 and 1985:

Is the school (the child) attends church related or. .
not church related?
What is the amount of tuition and fees for this
school year at the school (the child) is attending?
(Include only fees required for school entry; ex-
clude room and board, books, uniforms, school
supplies, and lunches.)

Reliability of Estimates

Ail comparisons cited in the text are statistically sig-
nificant at the 0.05 level of significance. This means
that the difference between two sample estimates is
greater than 1.96 times the standard error of the dif-
ference.
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Table Al
Standard errors for Table 1: Private school
enrollment trends: 1970 to 1985

K-12 enrollmentOctober
(In thousands) Private school enrollmentof as a percentage of

year Total Public PriVale total K-12 enrollment
1970 245 240 104 0.2
1971 245 241 102 0.21972 244 239 100 0.21973 243 239 98 0.21974 243 239 97 0.2
1975 243 238 98 0.2
1976 243 238 96 0.2
1977 242 237 98 0.2
1978 241 235 98 0.2
1979 240 234 95 0.2
1980 239
1981 257 251 102 0.21982 256 249 102 0.21983 256 249 104 0.2
1984 255 249 98 0.2
1985 256 249 104 0.2

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the CenSiit, School
EnrollmentSorW and Economic Characteriatica of Students: October 1984
(Current _Population Reports, SerieS P=20, No. 404), 1985 and unpublishea
tabulations.

Table A2
Standard errors for Table 2: Proportion of all students attending privateschools, by region and metropolitan status

Metropolitan status
Standard errOrs in percent (popination_size in thouSandS) for proportion ofand region

October enrollment, grades 1-12, attending private schools
1970 1979 1982 1985U.S.

0.2 (48;665) 0.2 (42,981) 0.2 (41,534) 0.2 (40,845)
Region:

Northeast 0.5 (10,877) 0.5 (9;734) 0.6 (8,774)Wirth Central 0.4 (14,000) 0.4 (11,198) 0.5 (10743)
0.6 8;224)(
0.5 (10,365)0.3 (15;083) 0.3 (14,482)

South

0.3 (14,218)0.3 (13;782)West
0:4 (8,337) 0.4 (7,567) 0:5 (8,235) 0.5 (8,038)

Metropolitan status
Central city 0.5 (12;588) 0.5 (11,105) 0.5 (10;969) 0.5 (10,115)Suburb (M (17;905) 0.3 (17,329) 0,4 (16,599) 0.4 (16,885)Nonmetrpolitan 0.2 (18,172) 0.3 (14;546) 0.3 (13,966) 0.3 (13;845)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerre,_BUreaU of the Censusi_Private School Enr011mentt Tuition, and Enrollment ken&October 1979jCursent Population Reportt,Series P-23, No.121); 1982 and unpublished tabulations; Bianchi,S,, Priciate SchoolEnrollment: Trends and Debates, Research in Sociology of Education and Socialization; 3; 1982.
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Table A3
Standard errors for Table 3: Enrollment rates in private elementary and secondary schools by race/
ethnicity, family income, and control of school: October 1985

Standard errors in percent (population size in thousands) for the proportion of children attending_private schools

All children White

Family Total Total Church- Nonchurch- Total Total Church- Nonctrurch-

income enrolled private' related related enrolled private' related related

Total2 _ (40,206) 0.2 0.2 0.1 (32,482) 0;3 0.3 0.1

Less than $7,500_ (5;713) 0.4 0.3 0.1 (3,228) 0.6 0.5 0.2

$7,500 tb $14,999 (6,339) 0:4 0.4 0.1 (4,651) 0.6 0.5 0.2

$15,000 to $24,999 (8,470) 0.5 0.4 0:1 (6,955) 0.5 0.5 0.2

$25;000 to 534,999 (7,410) 0.6 0.6 0.2 (6,619) 0.6 0.6 0.2

$35,000 to $49;999 (6;274) 0.7 0.6 0.2 (5,572) 0.7 0:7 0.3

$50,000 and over (4;568) 0;9 0.8 0.5 (4,221) 0.9 0.8 0.5

Black Hispanic3

Family Total Total Church= Nonchurch- Total Total Church- Nonchurch-

income enrolled private' related related enrolled private' related related

Total2 (6,325) 0.4 0.3 0.2 (3,908) 0:6 0.6 0.1

Less _than $7;500_ (2;253) 0.4 0.3 0.2 (1,026) 0.9 0:8 0:4

$7,500 tO $14,999 (1;441) 0;7 0.6 0.2 (1,047) 1.1 1.1 -
$15,000 to $24,999 (1,262) 0.9 0;7 0.4 (BBB) 1.5 1.4 0.2

$25;000 to $34,999 (590) 1.8 1.6 0.6 (503) 2.2 2.1 0.7

$35;000 to $49;999 (473) 1.9 1.5 1.0 (218) 3;7 3.7 -
$50,000 and over (150) 4.7 3.8 2.8 (124) 5.8 5.8 -

- Not available.
includes some students for whom control of the priVate sehool Was not reported;

2 Includes some students for whom income was not reported.
3_ Hispanics may_ be of any race.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 Supplement to Current Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.

Table A4
Standard errors fur Table 4: Tuition and fees in private schools, by level and control: October 1985

Standard errors

Level and Total
Proportion of students' with tuition and fees of: Median

tuition
Mean
twtion

control of _ enrollecll Less than $500- $1,000= $1,500- $2,000- and and

school (in thousands) $500 $999 $1,499 $1_t999 and over fees fees

Elementary2 2,543 1.5 1.5 1.3 0.8 1.1 $ 25 $ 36

(Grades 1-8)
Church-related 2,211 1.6 1.7 1.4 0.8 0.8 23 22

Nonchurch-related 326 2.3 2.2 3,6 2.3 4.4 212 179

Secondary2_ 1,026 0.8 1.4 2,2 2.1 2.2 32 87

(Grades 9-12)
Church-related 859 0.8 1.6 2.5 2.3 2.2 42 56

Nonchurch-related 166 2.0 2.2 3,8 4.0 5.6 852 355

Based on _total number otstudents Cos whim tuition levels were reported. The nonreSponse rate or( the tuition item for the categories In lhe table ranged from 10 to 18

percent. The response rate was higher for nonchurchfrelated schools than church-related schools.
2 Includes some students for whom controLof privateschool was not reported.
SOURCE: U.S. Departinent of Comnierce, &rail bf the Census, October 1985 Supplement to the Current PopulationSurvey, unpublished tabulations.

1111MINIK7W011.
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Table A5
Standard errors for Table 5: Median private school tuition and fees, by level, control, region, andmetropolitan status: 1985

Standard errors (population site in thelitands) for median tuition and fees

Region an&
melropolitan
status

Elementary students
(Grades 1-8) Secondary students

(Grades 9-12)

Tote ll
Church-
related

Nonchurch-
related Total'

Church-
related

Nonchurch-
related

U.S. $25 (2,543) $23 (2,211) $212 (326) $32 (1,026) $42 (859) $852 (166)
Region:

Northeast 26 (655) 25 (565) 500 (921) 58 (350) 61 (280) - (70)North Central 35 (754) 34 (724) (34) 75 (284) 73 (271) - (13)South 37 (701) 43 (559) 257 (139) 98 (242) _67 (183) - (59)West 31 (430) 45 (365) - (66) 128 (150) 227 (123) - (27)
Metropolitan status:

Central city 42 (805) 35 (721) 436 (82) 56 (364) 55 (321) - (43)Suburb 30 (1,234) 35 (1,056) 244 (176) 83 (486) 55 (392) 1.002 (96)Nonmetropolitan 61 (505) 48 (436) - (68) 113 (176) 62 (147) - (30)
=Not available.
1 Includes same students for whom centrol of the private school was not reported. _
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 School Enrollment Supplement to the Current Population Siovey, unpublishedtabulationt.

Table A6
Standard errors for Table 6: Thition and fees in private schools by level and family income: 1982and 1985

Standard errors in percent (population tile in thousands) for proportion of students' with tuition and fees of:
Elementary students

Seconeary students(Grades 1-8)
(Grades 9-12)

Family TOtal Less than $1,000- $2.000 TOtal Less than $1;000- $2,000income number, $1,000 $1,999 and oVer number' $1.000 $1,999 arid over
1985:

Less _than $7,500 (119) 6.2 5.8 2.7 . 1 (83) 1 7.1 1 8.2 1 6.1$7,500 to $14,999 (243) 4.6 4.2 2.5$15,000 to $24,999 (446) 3.6 3.4 1.6 (133) 5.6 6.5 4.9$25,000 to $34,999 (634) 3.1 2.9 1.7 (194) 3.5 5.2 4.7$35,000 to $49,999 (522) 3.5 3.2 2.1 (264) 3.0 4.5 4.1$50,0u0 to $74,999 (306) 4.6 4.0 3.6 (168) 3.0 5.8 5.6$75,000 and over (207) 5.2 4.6 5.7 (114) 1.9 6.7 6.8
1982:

Less than $7,500 (126) 5.1 4.7 2.2 1 (109) 1 7.2 1 7.3 } 3.8$7,500 to $14,999 (342) 3.4 3.3 1.2 I$15,000 to $24,999 (679) 2.5 2.3 1.2 (202) 4.8 5.2 3.3$25,000 to $34,999 (647) 2.6 2.3 1.4 (229) 4.6 5.0 3.7$35,000 to $49,999 (403) 3.5 2.9 2.4 (161) 5.5 6.0 4.5$50,000 to $74,999 (195) 5.8 4.7 5.1$75,000 and over (129) 6.5 6.7 7.1 _I (199) ) 3.5 ) 5.4 I 5.1
Based on total number Of StUderitt for whom tuition levels were reported: The nonretponte tate on the tuition item by income category ranged frOtri 7 to 27 percent in1985 (16 percent for elementary students and 13 percent for secondary students) and 4 to 26 percent in 1982 (11 percent for elerrientary students and 13 percent forsecondary students).

NOTE: May not sum Ao 100 percent due ta-roUnding.
SOURCE U.S. Department of COmmerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 and Octriber 1982 School Enrollment Supplements to the Current POpUlaticin Survey,unpublished tabulations.
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